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In the Hospitality of Algeria’s Glories
Leaders and Icons of the

National Resistance

Mohamed Ben Toumi
Ben Brahim, known as:
Bouchoucha

The Fighter Who Defeated
the French Army
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Introduction:

The French occupation of Algeria in 1830 marked the beginning
of a colonial project based on settler expansion, genocide,
forced displacement, village destruction, and the looting of
resources. Over the course of the 19th and 20th centuries,
brutal crimes were committed acts that remain a permanent
stain on the legacy of French colonialism. Among these were
horrifying massacres such as: the extermination of the Oufia
tribe in 1832, the Beni Sebih tribe in 1844 and 1845, the Ouled
Riah tribe in the Dahra Mountains in 1845, the mass killing
of the people of Zaatcha Oasis in 1849, and the massacre of
Laghouat in 1852, among many others.

In response to this oppressive invasion, the Algerian people
heroically rose up in revolts, resistance movements, and
uprisings, consistently demonstrating their rejection of colonial
rule. One notable example is the role of Haj Sidi El-Saadi, the
spiritual leader of the resistance in Mitidja. As soon as Algiers
fell to the French, he began organizing the fight against the
occupiers, using his spiritual authority and strong ties with
the leaders of various religious brotherhoods (zawiyas). He
reached out to them, encouraging jihad and resistance to expel

the colonial forces from the country.
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His call found widespread support from the people of Mitidja
and the surrounding regions. Many joined his cause, retreating
with him into the rugged mountains, from where they launched
repeated raids against French forces.

This resistance was not an isolated event; rather, it marked
the beginning of a long chain of uprisings that spread across
all regions of Algeria from north to south and east to west,
including the resistance of Emir Abdelkader, El-Mokrani,
Lalla Fatma N’Soumer, the Ouled Sidi Sheikh, and others.
Within this same context emerged the resistance of Mohamed
ben Toumi, known as Bou Choucha—a fighter who
represented a continuation of the legacy of those who came
before him. El-Sharif Bou Choucha was determined to stand
firm against the French occupiers and refused to accept their
presence in Algeria.

He remained steadfast in his opposition to colonial rule,
choosing to resist with courage and self-sacrifice, regardless
of the dangers surrounding him, until he was martyred on

June 29, 1875.
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Birth and Early Life:

El-Sharif Bou Choucha, whose full name was Mohamed ben
Toumi ben Ibrahim, was known as Bou Choucha. Sources
differ regarding his exact year of birth, some suggest 1826,
others 1827, and some say 1838 or even 1840.

He was born in Laghouat, in the town of Guécha, but his family
roots trace back to the region of Ziban, where he spent much of
his youth. He was raised in a modest, religious environment,
shaped by the Islamic traditions of his society. From a young
age, he memorized the Qur’an, and later enrolled in various
zawiyas (religious schools) to continue his education.

Bou Choucha also learned horseback riding and marksmanship
early in life, and worked as a shepherd in his youth. This
taught him the qualities of patience, resilience, and alertness

that would later shape him into a strong and capable leader.
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Physical Description

El-Sharif Bou Choucha was of medium build, with a slender
face, light beard, and blond hair. He was known to speak
several dialects, including Targui (Tuareg) and Mozabite. His
religious education was shaped by several zawiyas, notably

the Zawiya of Tolga.
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Marriage

El-Sharif Bou Choucha married twice. His first wife was from
the noble Ouled Sidi Sheikh family, which traces its lineage back
to Caliph Abu Bakr Al-Siddiq (may Allah be pleased with him).

His second marriage took place in 1871, to Fatima bint Jelloul.

At the time, polygamy was often practiced not only for family
reasons but also as a way to strengthen alliances between tribes

and reinforce communal bonds.
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His Imprisonment

Due to the deep hatred the French held for him and his frequent
movements throughout the Ziban region, El-Sharif Bou
Choucha was arrested under the accusation of inciting people
to rebel against French rule. He was transferred to Saida, then

to Mascara, on December 22, 1863.

However, in 1883, he escaped from prison and fled to the Touat

region, where he began preparing himself for armed resistance.
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General Conditions in France and Algeria Before
the Outbreak of Bou Choucha’s Uprising

The general political and social context in both France and
Algeria before the outbreak of EIl-Sharif Bou Choucha’s
revolt was marked by significant tension and change. Key
developments included:

1.The outbreak of the Franco-Prussian War, which forced
France to withdraw part of its military forces.

2. France’s defeat in that war in 1870, the capture of Emperor
Napoleon III, and the collapse of the Second Empire, which
was replaced by the Third Republic.

3. Internal conflict in France between civilian and military
factions, following the fall of the imperial regime.

4. Activeefforts byreligious and national leaders like Muhyiddin
(father of Emir Abdelkader) and Ben Nacer Ben Chohra, who
urged the tribal leaders of the Sahara to take up jihad.

5.The rise of multiple resistance movements throughout the
country, including the revolts of El-Mokrani, Ouled Sidi
Sheikh, the Henancha uprising led by El-Kablouti in Souk
Ahras, and other movements in Constantine, Numidia, and

Ouled Abid.
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6.The issuance of the Crémieux Decree on October 24, 1870,
which granted French citizenship to Algerian Jews, was a
move that deeply angered the Algerian Muslim population and

fueled widespread resentment.
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El-Sharif Bou Choucha’s Position

El-Sharif Bou Choucha closely followed political and military
developments both inside and outside Algeria. He often recalled
the heroic struggle of Emir Abdelkader, whose victories and
resistance deeply inspired him. Bou Choucha adopted many of
the Emir’s strategies and methods, including:

* Relying on religious figures, whose words carried weight
among the population. These figures had large followings and
were capable of supporting the resistance with both manpower
and material resources.

* Uniting the desert tribes, especially the Chaamba, who held
strategic control over the Sahara and were highly familiar with
its routes and terrain. These alliances provided Bou Choucha
with an invaluable support base.

* Establishing a mobile capital, allowing him to remain flexible
and evade French forces. His strong persuasive abilities played

a key role in gaining the trust and loyalty of the people.
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Stages of El-Sharif Bou Choucha’s Resistance
El-Sharif Bou Choucha’s uprising can be divided into three
major phases, the first of which was:

1. The Preparation Phase (1863—-1869)

After escaping from prison in 1863, Bou Choucha began
preparing for his rebellion. He traveled to Tripoli (Libya)
to gather funds and weapons, and later visited Tunis, which
at the time served as a center for many Islamic resistance
movements. Tunis was a well-known destination for Algerian
freedom fighters such as Ben Nacer Ben Chohra, Mohamed
ben Abdallah, and Muhyiddin, father of Emir Abdelkader.
Bou Choucha eventually returned to Algeria, traveling across
regions to spread his call for jihad and gather support. His
journey took him from Laghouat, to the Zawiya of Kerzaz,
then to Touat, where he strengthened ties with the religious
leaders of Reggane.

By 1869, Bou Choucha had succeeded in forming a structured
army prepared to confront the French. Many tribes rallied
around him, drawn by his open rejection of French oppression
and brutality.

That same year, he settled in Ain Salah, where he was pledged

allegiance by the Chaamba tribe. He also gained the allegiance
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of the Chaamba of Ouargla, allowing his movement to expand
further. Supporters flocked to his cause, especially in Ain Salah
and the surrounding oases, leading to wider acceptance of his
leadership in the southern Sahara.

Empowered by this growing momentum, Bou Choucha began
actively resisting French colonial forces.

2. Phase of Resistance and Victories (1870-1872)

During this phase, El-Sharif Bou Choucha achieved a series
of successive victories that struck fear into the hearts of the
French. One of his most notable actions was the capture of the
town of El-Menia in 1870, followed by Metlili, and then in
1871, he reached Nefoussa, north of Ouargla, where the local
religious leaders pledged allegiance to him.

He continued toward the Oued Souf region, entering the town
of Guemar in May 1871, after its people joined his cause. He
also managed to liberate Touggourt following a plea for help
from its inhabitants.

The famous resistance leader Ben Nacer Ben Chohra joined
forces with Bou Choucha and was appointed as his deputy in
Touggourt. Through these efforts, Bou Choucha successfully
took control of two major strategic locations from the French:
Ouargla and Touggourt. He later moved toward Ain Salah to

further expand his support base.
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3. Phase of Retreat (1872-1874)

El-Sharif Bou Choucha’s resistance began to decline with the
arrival of General De Lacroix, who managed to retake Ouargla
and Touggourt on January 5, 1872. He then targeted the rear
bases of the uprising, burning them down and inflicting brutal
reprisals on their populations, relying on the experience of
his officer Ross, who had deep knowledge of the Saharan
region. As a result, Bou Choucha and those who remained
with him were forced to retreat deep into the desert and reform
their forces, heading toward El Bayadh in 1873, then again
toward Ouargla.

De Lacroix sent a large military force under the command
of Colonel Gaume to pursue the rebels. They clashed in an
uneven battle that resulted in heavy losses for Bou Choucha,
including the deaths of many fighters. Following these difficult
confrontations, Ben Nacer Ben Chohra, along with the Mokrani
supporters, withdrew to Tunisia. Bou Choucha and the
remaining fighters once again retreated deeper into the
desert, where he regrouped, and new groups from the Saharan
population joined him. Together, they advanced to El Bayadh
once again in 1873.

As the threat posed by Bou Choucha and his men in the eastern
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Sahara grew, the French authorities launched a campaign to
capture him. In March 1874, a decisive battle took place near
Ain Salah, in the area known as Mlouq, where El-Sharif Bou
Choucha was captured.

He was taken as a prisoner to Ouargla, then to Algiers, before
being transferred to Constantine, where he stood trial before
a military tribunal. The trial lasted fifteen days, ending in a
sentence of death.

During his trial, he declared:

“I know you will sentence me to death, so kill me now. What
use are your questions?”

And he added:

“I only ask that you execute me by firing squad, not by
hanging.”

Three months later, the sentence was carried out by firing
squad at Zitoune Camp, near Constantine, on June 29, 1875.
The historian Philippe F. wrote:

“At the hour of his execution, he was calm and resigned
to fate.”

May God have mercy on the national martyr El-Sharif Bou
Choucha, who defied the French army and inflicted repeated

defeats upon it.
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