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Ahmed Bey’s Surrender and the End of His

Resistance

The French soon realized that defeating Ahmed Bey through
sheer military force would be futile. He was a seasoned
strategist, fearless in battle, unwavering in faith, and
fully convinced that life and death lay in the hands of God
alone. As a result, they shifted their approach, aiming instead
to persuade him to abandon resistance in exchange for personal
guarantees. They began sending him letters inviting him to
surrender under terms of his own choosing. After much re-
flection and considering the desperate circumstances he found
himself in, Ahmed Bey finally agreed to end his resistance, set-
ting forth a number of conditions. Among them was the resti-
tution of all his confiscated property and wealth, as well as the
right to travel freely to any Muslim country of his choice. He
also demanded that a French officer be assigned to guarantee
his personal safety and the security of his family. On May 5,
1848, the French governor of Biskra, Saint-Germain, accepted
his conditions. Ahmed Bey was transported to Algiers, where
the French authorities provided him with a residence for him-
self, his family, and his servants, along with an annual pension
of 12,000 French francs. He died on August 30, 1851 under
mysterious circumstances following an illness, and was buried
beside the shrine of Sheikh Abdelrahman al-Tha’alibi in the
Casbah of Algiers.
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in the capital of the Ottoman Empire. He dispatched part of his
troops to the south while he and the rest positioned themselves
between Annaba and Constantine in an effort to disrupt French
military movements and cut off their supply lines. He believed
this strategy would be the most effective way to weaken the
enemy, hinder their advance, and possibly force a withdrawal.
His uncle, Bouaziz Lakhras, however, attempted to persuade
him that this approach would not succeed and that the wiser
course would be to head south. Ahmed Bey eventually
accepted this counsel and moved southward, choosing the
Aurés Mountains and nearby desert regions as his new base
for continued resistance, which he sustained for many years
until 1848. During this phase of guerrilla warfare, he faced
numerous hardships. The French succeeded in winning over
several major local families, leaving him increasingly isolated.
Repeated appeals for support from the Ottoman Empire were
met only with hollow promises and superficial encouragement.
He found himself surrounded by multiple fronts: rivals seeking
power, opportunists coveting his position and wealth, and of
course, the relentless French forces. To make matters worse,
his financial and logistical resources had all but disappeared,

and age had begun to take its toll.
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combat in the streets and alleyways. They eventually captured
the Janissary barracks, and with the population’s ammunition
fully depleted, calm began to descend. Terrified civilians at-
tempted to flee through the treacherous mountain slopes sur-
rounding the city, climbing down with ropes, many of which
snapped, sending people tumbling to their deaths in harrowing
piles. Once the city fell, French troops unleashed widespread
destruction. Driven by rage, vengeance, and deep hostility,
they attacked the civilian population without mercy; even
animals were not spared. General Daumas later described
the horror, writing: “The continuous street fighting over three
days pushed the soldiers, as is often the case, to commit acts
of savagery. Either the entire population would perish, or they
would be forced to abandon their homes forever.” After the
bloodshed, looting began. Some soldiers returned carrying
carpets, burnous cloaks, and blankets. Others made off with

precious items, including chests full of silver and gold.

Ahmed Bey’s Continued Resistance After the Fall

of Constantine

Ahmed Bey did not surrender after the fall of Constantine.
Instead, he withdrew from the city accompanied by his closest
aides and the remnants of his forces, resolute in his decision to

continue the fight and reject advice urging him to seek refuge




E5ilsanll 3,01 8 Zaslall 5L

the French troops were already exhausted upon arrival,
having endured relentless attacks along the way from Ahmed
Bey’s supporters, compounded by harsh weather conditions
including heavy rains and snow. Meanwhile, Ahmed Bey had
prepared thoroughly for the confrontation, arming his forces

and devising a strategic defensive plan to resist the invasion.

The Second French Campaign Against
Constantine (1837)

After the crushing defeat in the first battle for Constantine,
the French authorities launched a second, far larger military
campaign. This time, they mobilized over twenty thousand
soldiers, equipped with the most advanced and varied weaponry
of the time. The operation was led by seasoned military
commanders, foremost among them General Damrémont,
accompanied by the Duke of Nemours, son of the King of
France. As soon as the French forces arrived at the city, they
began relentlessly bombarding Constantine’s walls with heavy
artillery. Ahmed Bey’s defenders put up a fierce resistance,
managing to inflict heavy losses on the attackers. Yet the French
command appeared undeterred by the casualties and continued
theirartillery barrage until, on October 13, 1837, they succeeded
in opening a breach in the city’s walls. French troops poured

into the city through this gap, sparking brutal, close-quarters
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by a bold red field and the Dhu al-Fiqar sword at its center,
a potent symbol of resistance and Islamic heritage. He
commissioned a Jewish merchant in Tunis to embroider the
flag to his specifications. It flew high above the citadel of
Constantine as a declaration of sovereignty.

However, when Constantine eventually fell to the French and
General Clausel entered the city, Ahmed Bey’s flag was taken
down. In its place, the French flag was once again raised,

symbolizing the city’s occupation.

France’s Ambitions to Conquer Constantine

Once the French had extended their control over Algeria’s
coastal cities, particularly Annaba and Béjaia, they swiftly
turned their attention toward subduing and occupying
Constantine. This strategic intention was explicitly stated by
the Duke of Rovigo, who declared: “France can never truly
establish its foothold in Algeria without seizing control of

Constantine and the entire eastern region.”

The First French Campaign Against Constantine
(1836)

In November 1836, the French launched a large-scale military
expedition aimed at capturing Constantine. The campaign
was led by General Trézel and began from the city of Anna-

ba on the 13th, reaching Constantine by the 21st. However,
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o Shawish al-Kursi: Two officials charged with executing
corporal punishment on those sentenced by the Bey.

o Bash Farash: Chief of palace attendants.

e Commander of the Diriba: Head of the palace guard and
internal security.

e Bash Tabl: Leader of the military band.

e Bash ‘Alam: The official in charge of raising
the flag.

This intricate administrative structure reflected Ahmed Bey’s

emphasis on order, discipline, and loyalty, allowing him to

govern a vast and turbulent region with remarkable control.

The Flag of Ahmed Bey

Before 1830, the flag of the Regency of Algiers was derived
from the symbolism of the Ottoman Empire. In the 19th
century, it typically featured a red background, often adorned
with a white open pair of scissors, or sometimes with a skull
or a bare arm holding the sword known as Dhu al-Fiqar, the

famed weapon of Imam Ali, the fourth Caliph of Islam.

When the Imperial Fortress in Algiers was seized by French
forces on July 5, 1830, Captain Geoffroy lowered the traditional
red Algerian flag that had flown above it and replaced it with
the French tricolor.

In contrast, Ahmed Bey chose to create his own flag, marked
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competence and absolute loyalty. Ahmed Bey carefully
selected individuals for this role based on both trust and
proven ability.

Commander of the Aouassi Tribes: This highly sensitive
position was first given to his uncle, El-Hajj Hassan, and,
after his death, to his cousin, keeping the role within a

trusted circle.

o The Khalifa (Deputy): Typically granted to a close associate

of the Bey. Though the position predated Ahmed Bey’s rule, he

continued the tradition of appointing someone he could rely on.

Chief Secretary (Bash Kateb): This official had ac-
cess to state secrets, bore the Bey’s official seal,
handled correspondence, and maintained records of state
finances and properties. The role was of utmost trust, and
appointments were made with special care.

Supervisor of Endowments (Nadir al-Waqf or al-Hubous):
Tasked with overseeing the income from religious
endowments (waqf) and ensuring it was accurately

recorded and delivered to the state treasury.

In addition to these core offices, Ahmed Bey maintained a

number of secondary roles, including:

Bash Sayyar: Responsible for carrying messages between

the Bey and the Dey.
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Bourmont, the French commander, proposing a deal: if Ahmed
Bey surrendered, France would recognize his authority as Bey
over the Eastern Beylik on the condition that he also pay tribute.
Ahmed Bey rejected the offer outright, refusing to compromise.
He pressed forward with determination, vowing to defend
Constantine, and indeed all of eastern Algeria, from falling

into foreign hands.

Administrative Organization in the Eastern

Beylik

The Eastern Beylik stretched from the Tunisian border in the

east to the Kabyle region in the west, making it not only one

of the largest provinces in Algeria but also one of its most
strategically vital.

Recognizing its importance, Ahmed Bey established a

well-structured administrative system to ensure its stability and

efficiency. His governance relied on a number of key positions
and institutions, including:

e Council of Consultation (Majlis al-Shura): Ahmed
Bey formed a council composed of the wisest and most
knowledgeable figures in the region, scholars, experienced
leaders, and trusted nobles. No major decision was made
without first consulting this council.

e Agha of the Army: A position requiring high military
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Impressed by his character and conduct, Dey Hussein
appointed him Bey of Constantine, a province then beset by
internal unrest.

Under his leadership, Constantine entered a period of stability,
prosperity, and administrative reform. He reorganized the army
and assumed the title of “Pasha.” In 1825, he commissioned
the construction of the now-famous Palace of El-Hajj Ahmed
Bey, a project that took ten years to complete and was finalized
in 1835. The palace remains a masterpiece of opulence and
refined architectural design, reflecting the grandeur and vision

of his rule.

His Role in Resisting the French Invasion

In 1830, when the French launched their military campaign
against Algeria, Ahmed Bey joined the resistance, leading 400
cavalrymen to the front lines to defend the capital, Algiers, and
confront the invading forces.

During the Battle of Staoueli, he lost 200 of his men, and the
French managed to seize the fortress of Moulay El Hassan.
Faced with these losses, he withdrew to the eastern side of the
capital, and continued onward to Constantine. Along the way,
his forces grew stronger as more than 1,600 locals fleeing the
advancing French army joined his ranks.

On his journey back, he received a letter from Marshal de
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administrative and economic modernization. Ahmed Bey also
visited the Bulaq Naval Arsenal and was deeply impressed by
the renaissance Egypt was undergoing.

This experience left a profound and lasting impression on
him. The vision of Egypt’s transformation remained vivid in
his mind and would later influence his leadership when he re-

turned to Algeria.

Assuming Positions of Responsibility

El-Hajj Ahmed Bey began his journey in governance at the
early age of eighteen and remained active in leadership until
the end of his resistance in 1848.

Later, Dey Hussein, who held a particular fondness for Ahmed
Bey, appointed him as Khalifa (deputy) under the ruling Bey.
He served in this role until a dispute arose between him and
Bey Ibrahim, governor of the Eastern Beylik, which ultimately
led to his dismissal.

Following this, Ahmed Bey traveled to Algiers and later
settled for a time in Miliana. When the Blida earthquake struck
on March 2, 1825, he happened to be present and played a
notable role in rescuing survivors, assisting the wounded,
and supporting the afflicted. His compassionate and decisive
actions drew the attention of Agha Yahya, commander of the

military, who reported his admiration to Dey Hussein.
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Pilgrimage to Mecca
At the age of eighteen, Ahmed Bey set out for the holy lands to

perform the rites of Hajj, in obedience to the divine command:

“And proclaim to the people the Hajj (pilgrimage);
they will come to you on foot and on every lean
camel; they will come from every distant pass.”
(Qur’an, Surah Al-Hajj, 22:27 — Saheeh International
translation)

His journey began from the capital aboard a well-equipped and
heavily guarded vessel that sailed across the Mediterranean
Sea. Along the way, he passed through several major cities of
the Ottoman Empire, including Egypt and the Hijaz, before
reaching the capital of the Islamic Caliphate. The pilgrimage
lasted fifteen months.

In Egypt, as was customary for pilgrims traveling to or returning
from Mecca, he made an extended stop. There, he established
strong ties with Muhammad Ali Pasha and his sons, Ibrahim
Pasha and Tusun Pasha.

Muhammad Ali Pasha, known as Al-Aziz or “The Mighty of
Egypt, ” is widely regarded as the founder of modern Egypt.
During his rule (1805—-1848), he personally introduced Ahmed
Bey to the extensive reforms he had implemented. These in-

cluded a highly organized military system and comprehensive
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of kinship and loyalty. Most of his wives came from power-
ful and respected tribal families, strengthening his political

network and influence.
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“I have no homeland but Algeria, no religion but Islam, and no
language but Arabic.”

At an early age, he memorized the Qur’an and studied its in-
terpretation. He also mastered Arabic grammar and rhetoric,
becoming eloquent in both speech and writing. His education
encompassed both Islamic scholarship and military training,
equipping him intellectually and physically for the leadership

roles he would one day assume.

Personal Traits

Although short in stature and broad in frame, Ahmed Bey had
a striking appearance. His narrow, dark eyes were sharp and
piercing, a gaze that commanded respect and conveyed the
authority of a man of stature. He wore a thick, flowing black

beard, which further enhanced his dignified presence.

Marriage

Ahmed Bey married several women during his lifetime. Among
them was Al-Hanashiyya, a woman noted for her intelligence,
insight, beauty, and equestrian skill.

At the time, polygamy was commonly practiced among
leaders, not merely as a social norm, but as a strategic means to
unify tribes and clans, to resolve conflicts, and to solidify alli-
ances, especially in the face of the looming threat posed by the

French occupiers. Marriages were often used to forge bonds
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Birth and Early Life

El-Hajj Ahmed Bey, the last Bey of Constantine, was the son of
Mohamed Cherif, the son of Bey Ahmed El-Kolli. His mother,
Hajja Ghanya, came from the esteemed Ben Qana family, a

noble lineage of Saharan notables.

Sources vary on his year of birth: some suggest 1784, while
others, including the prominent historian Abu Al-Qasim
Saadallah, cite 1786.

His grandfather, Bey Ahmed El-Kolli, ruled the Eastern Beylik
of Algeria from 1755 to 1771. Before that, he held several key
administrative posts and was admired for his bravery, wisdom,
and steady leadership.

Ahmed’s father died while he was §till a child. Afterward, his
mother took him to live with her family in the Sahara, where he
was raised according to the traditions of Bedouin life. There,
he trained in the arts of hunting and horsemanship, and even as
a youth, he was admired for his exceptional courage, generos-
ity, sense of honor, and noble character qualities that quickly
earned him the respect of all who knew him.

Though some referred to him as a Kouloughli, a term used for
those born to a Turkish father and an Algerian mother, Ahmed
Bey firmly rejected the label. He declared with unwavering

conviction:




In the Hospitality of Algeria’s Glories
Leaders and Icons of the National

Resistance

Ahmed Bey

(The Last Bey and Lion of Eastern Algeria )



	الحاج أحمد باي .pdf
	reverse_6856d95f18ea8_637d38fc9e2893bbcec4c1406a6d31cd_6856d954762e2

