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In the Hospitality of Algeria’s Glories
Leaders and Icons of the

National Resistance

Emir Abdelkader

The Exceptional Leader, Visionary Statesman,
and National Hero

The Founder of the Modern Algerian State
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Introduction:

Emir Abdelkader ibn Muhieddine was a remarkable figure
a genius whose influence transcended time and place. He
was a scholar, resistance leader, poet, and philosopher. His
character embodied the harmony between spiritual devo-
tion and armed struggle, between knowledge and wisdom,
and between leadership and lyrical expression. He stood as
a radiant symbol throughout the era of resistance to coloni-
zation, leaving an indelible mark on the collective memory
of the Algerian people.

Emir Abdelkader is counted among the most prominent
personalities in Algerian history. He is a national symbol
of resistance against French colonialism, a status that has
rendered his name renowned and his legacy enduring, both
within Algeria and beyond its borders.

He was, at once, a scholar, a mujahid, and a resister.

Birth and Early Life:

Abelkader ibn Muhieddine ibn Mustafa al-Hashimi was
born on Friday, 23 Rajab 1222 AH, corresponding to 1808
CE, in the village of El Guetna, located west of Mascara, in
the province of the Ottoman Regency of Oran. His father,
Muhieddine, was a respected religious scholar and the head
of the Zawiya of El Guetna. Abdelkader grew up in a well-
off family that earned its livelihood through agriculture and

was known for its generosity and warm hospitality.
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The family home served as a haven for scholars and jurists,
and as a center for religious and intellectual gatherings.
This rich spiritual, intellectual, and moral atmosphere dee-

ply shaped Abdelkader’s character and behavior.
Childhood:

He memorized the Qur’an at a young age and, by the age of
twelve, had begun studying Qur’anic exegesis, earning him
the title of “Hafiz.” He started delivering religious lessons
in the mosque affiliated with his family and showed a pas-
sion for reading and horsemanship.

Abdelkader was known for his calm temperament,
simplicity, and detachment from worldly pleasures. He de-
dicated much of his time to worship and preparation for
jihad. He was just, merciful, and forgiving especially in

moments of deep emotional gravity.

His Pilgrimage to Mecca:

At the age of eighteen, Abdelkader accompanied his father
on the pilgrimage to Mecca. After completing the Hajj,
they traveled to Damascus, where they stayed for several
months, engaging in study, contemplation, and meeting
prominent scholars. They spent considerable time at the
Umayyad Mosque, devoted to reading and worship.
This blessed journey left a profound impact on Abdelka-
der’s soul. It deepened his spiritual awareness and broade-
ned his worldview, inspiring him to visit several other Arab

countries and fueling his growing intellectual maturity.
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His Experience of the French Occupation
of Algeria:

Abdelkader witnessed the French occupation of Algeria
in 1830. As the colonial forces expanded westward, the
local population rallied around his father, Sheikh Mu-
hieddine, urging him to lead the resistance. Eventually,
Sheikh Muhieddine nominated his son to succeed him, and
Abdelkader was pledged allegiance twice by the people.
The first pledge of allegiance took place on November 27,
1832, in the Ghriss plain, when Abdelkader was not yet
twenty-four years old. Three months later, on February
4, 1833, he was pledged a second time, referred to as the

General Allegiance.
The State of Emir Abdelkader:

Following his appointment, Emir Abdelkader began recon-
structing the institutions of the Algerian state. He estab-
lished a legislative body, a judicial system, a consultative
council, and a ministerial cabinet.

Like = other established states, he  designated
a capital initially Mascara, then later Tagdemt, near Ti-
aret. After the French captured Mascara, he transferred
his capital to Zemala. The official motto of his state was:

“Nothing is more beneficial than piety and courage.”

Emir Abdelkader sought to unify all Algerian tribes under

one national banner, emphasizing religious, patriotic, and
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intellectual solidarity. His state’s flag bore the inscription:
“Victory from God and imminent conquest”
alongside his name, “Nasir al-Din Abdelkader ibn
Muhieddine”, in golden lettering.

He possessed a large princely seal symbolizing the sover-
eignty of his state and established a mint in Tagdemt, ap-
pointing a trustworthy official to oversee it. The national
currency he introduced was named “the Muhammadiyya,”
consisting of full and half denominations.

Abdelkader divided his state into eight provinces, each
headed by a Khalifa (governor). Moreover, he did not over-
look reform efforts he strived to build a society grounded
in shared human values with religious, moral, and rational
dimensions. He was deeply committed to spreading virtue

and combating corruption in all its forms.

Recognizing the importance of education, the Emir estab-
lished a comprehensive educational structure, encompass-
ing primary, secondary, and higher levels, and made edu-

cation free.

His judiciary was characterized by fairness, precision, and
order, ensuring that no offender, regardless of status, es-
caped justice. He divided the judiciary into civil and crimi-
nal courts, supported by a consultative council, with rulings
based on the Qur’an and Sunnah.

Abdelkader also formed a well-organized army made up
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of both regular and irregular forces. The army was divided
into three branches: infantry, cavalry, and marksmen, and
strict recruitment conditions, military ranks, training sched-
ules, and weapon manufacturing facilities were established

to maintain discipline and readiness.

Resistance of Emir Abdelkader:
EmirAbdelkaderconsideredhimselfresponsible fortheentire
Algerian territory. For this reason, he waged war against the
French forceswiththesupportofaunifiedandsolidarypeople.
His struggle went through three distinct phases.

First Phase (1832-1837):

This phase marked the launch of Algerian resistance against
the foreign occupier under the leadership of Emir Abdelkad-
er. It witnessed fierce battles between both sides, in which
the Algerians often emerged victorious. Consequently, it
was known as the phase of strength. These repeated vic-
tories compelled the French to sign treaties with the Emir,
such as the Treaty of Desmichels (February 19, 1834) and
the Treaty of Tafna (May 30, 1837).

Second Phase (1837-1839):

This phase is known as the period of truce and state orga-
nization. Emir Abdelkader took advantage of the ceasefire
granted by the Treaty of Tafna to consolidate state struc-
tures and strengthen the conditions for armed resistance in
anticipation of any future conflict. He focused on internal
reforms and adopted a mobile capital known as Zemala.
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Third Phase (1839-1847):

This was the period of extermination warfare, characterized
by the French determination to fully occupy Algeria and
eliminate all traces of resistance, which had endured for
years and severely drained French human and material re-
sources. The French violated all previously signed treaties
and agreements with the Algerians, including the Treaty of
Tafna, and deployed large numbers of troops to the battle-
field. They also adopted policies of mass killings and wide-

spread destruction.

As a result, the Emir was forced to retreat southward begin-
ning in 1842. He continued the fight until May 1843, when
Zemala fell, leading to the loss of most of his administra-
tive structures, as well as military and financial supplies.
He fled to Morocco in October 1843, seeking the support
of the Sultan. However, under intense pressure and threats
from France, the Sultan abandoned and eventually turned

against him.

Emir Abdelkader returned to Algeria in 1845 and resumed
combat. When he realized that continuing the fight had be-
come impossible, he reached out to General Lamoriciére,
commander of the western region, to negotiate terms for
halting the conflict. The agreement was concluded on
December 23, 1847, in a location known as Sidi Brahim
near Ghazaouet, in the presence of the Duke of Aumale
(son of the King of France) and Generals Lamoricicre

and Cavaignac.
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Quelling the Levantine Sedition — 1860:

After spending a period detained in France, Emir Abdelkad-
er was released and traveled to the Arab East, eventually
settling in Damascus. There, he succeeded in quelling the
sectarian strife that had erupted between certain Christian

and Muslim communities.
The Death of Emir Abdelkader:

In 1883, his destined end came. He was buried near the
tomb of Sheikh Muhyiddin Ibn Arabi, until 1966, when his
remains were transferred to El Alia Cemetery in Algiers,

where he rests to this day.

May God have mercy on this heroic mujahid and symbol,

and grant him the highest place in Paradise.
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